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On Sept. 9, about 1,500 employees of the government's National Agrarian Institute (INA) occupied
the organization's central and regional offices. The workers staged the action to protest plans to
weaken agrarian reform, including the conversion of INA into a division of the Natural Resources
Ministry, traditionally controlled by powerful landowners and cattle ranchers. At present, unused
land is subject to expropriation. Proposed legislation would allow landowners to claim idle land is
intentionally "fallow," or that they are financially unable to cultivate it. Landowners would also be
able to lease holdings to tenant farmers, another practice prohibited under current legislation. On
Sept. 11, INA director Juan Martinez resigned in protest over the proposed legislation and other
disagreements with the administration of President Rafael Callejas. (Basic data from AFP, 09/09/91,
09/11/91)
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